THE THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
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About Holy Communion at Good Shepherd

The Lord’s Supper 1is celebrated here every Sunday,
Wednesday, and Feast Day in the belief and glad confidence
that our Lord gives us as He says, not only bread and wine,
but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who
trust His words, repent of all sin, and forgive and love as He
forgives and loves us, and share our belief in all his teaching.
Partaking of the Body and Blood Christ together confesses
our common faith and belief in the teachings of our Lord, as
revealed in the Holy Scriptures. If this is your belief, we
welcome you to join us at the Lord’s Table. If you would like
to confess your faith with us a member of the Congregation,
please speak with the Pastor about membership.

Because we are called to examine ourselves before receiving
the Lord’s Supper (I Cor. 11:28-29), we encourage you to
consider the state of your soul according to the Ten
Commandments. Please see the Christian Questions and
Their Answers at the end of the bulletin.) If you have
questions regarding the Sacrament, or would like to schedule
private confession and absolution, please speak with the
pastor. If you would prefer a blessing instead of Holy
Communion, please let the Pastor know as he approaches
you, or simply cross your arms over your chest.




HYMN FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION BEFORE WORSHIP

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344
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DIVINE SERVICE

INVOCATION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of Holy Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PSALM Psalm 85
P Lord, You have been favorable to Your land; You have brought
back the captivity of Jacob.
C You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people; You have
covered all their sin.
You have taken away all Your wrath; You have turned from the
fierceness of Your anger.
Restore us, O God of our salvation, And cause Your
anger toward us to cease.
Will You be angry with us forever? Will You prolong Your anger
to all generations?
Will You not revive us again, That Your people may
rejoice in You?
Show us Your mercy, Lord, And grant us Your salvation.
I will hear what God the Lord will speak, For He will
speak peace To His people and to His saints;
But let them not turn back to folly.
Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, That glory
may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and
peace have kissed.
Truth shall spring out of the earth, And righteousness shall look
down from heaven.
Yes, the Lord will give what is good; And our land will
yield its increase.



Righteousness will go before Him, And shall make His footsteps
our pathway.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be, world without end. AMEN.
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GL(n)RIA IN EXCELSIS
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
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The Pastor prays, concluding:
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FIRST READING I Corinthians 4.1-4
1 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one be
found faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be
judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge
myself. 4 For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified

by this; but He who judges me is the Lord. (NKJV)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE ALLELUIA
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THE HOLY GOSPEL St. Matthew 11.2-11
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2 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he
sent two of his disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You the Coming One,
or do we look for another?” 4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go
and tell John the things which you hear and see: 5 The blind see and
the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are
raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. ¢ And
blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” 7 As they departed,
Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? & But
what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed,
those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9 But what did you
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet.
10 For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger
before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.” -
“Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not
risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. (NKJV)
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made; All may bow their heads
who for us men and for our from “who for us men”
salvation, came down from through “was made
° 2 3 :
heaven and was incarnate by man”in devotion to

Christ for his humiliation,
incarnation, and
salvation.

the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under

Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the

Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living

and the dead.

His kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life + of the world to come. AMEN.
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SERMON

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Having heard the Word of God, let us now humble ourselves before
the supreme Majesty of God, and make confession of our sins.

Silence for examination of conscience

O Almighty God,

merciful Father, I a poor, miserable, sinner, confess unto
Thee all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and
eternal punishment; but I am heartily sorry for them, and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy boundless
mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter,
sufferings and death of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

Is this your confession? If so, say, “Yes.” [Or give me some physical
sign to indicate that you thus confess your sinfulness before God.]

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ,
I forgive you all your sins in the name of God the + Father, God the
+ Son, and God the Holy + Spirit.

AMEN.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray.

The Pastor leads the Congregation in Prayer.
The Prayer concludes:

... ever one God, world without end.
AMEN.
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OFFERTORY
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
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It is meet and right so to do.

PROPER PREFACE
It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising Thee and
saying:
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SANCTUS

0 ™~
7\\(9 LV' - O — O

)

Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a-oth;
ér% > — I ~ = -
Y

" heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho -san - na,

G o el -

o) _—

. ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
Ga e : &
)

R bless-edis He, bless-edis He that cometh in the name of the Lord.

A
Y

Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

THE CONSECRATION
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THE OUR FATHER
Remember us in Thy kingdom, Lord, and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver + us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. AMEN.

THE PEACE
0
%LI o o © * * o o % o oo

@) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

B

0
NS

A - men.

15



THE AGNUS DEI
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THE COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

The Pastor [and Elder] will approach you in your seat
to distribute Holy Communion.
If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than Holy Communion, please fold
your arms across your chest as the Pastor approaches
or tell him as he nears you.

Upon receiving the Body and Blood of Christ, the Communicant may say:
AMEN.
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PRAYERS DURING HOLY COMMUNION

To be prayed silently before receiving Communion.

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, Who according to the will of the
Father, and by the cooperation of the Holy Ghost, hast by Thy death given
life to the world: deliver me by this Thy Most Holy Body and Blood from all
mine iniquities and from every evil, and make me ever to cleave unto Thy
commandments, and suffer me never to be separated from Thee, Who with
the Father and the Holy Ghost live and reign, ever one God, world without
end. AMEN.

To be prayed silently after receiving Communion.

Grant, O Lord, that Thy Body which I have received and Thy Blood which I
have drunk may adhere to my members; and grant that no stain of sin
remain in me whom Thou hast refreshed with this pure and holy Sacrament;
for Thou dost live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one
God, world without end.

AMEN.
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve Thee to life with God that had no end. Depart + in peace.
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T%{AN KSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
Let us pray.

The Pastor prays, concluding:
... ever one God, world without end.
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SALUTATION, BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION
() 4

R

[y,
P} The Lord be with you.

O 4
-3} 1
® e i
d —
And with thy  spir - it.
f) 4
I
%iﬁ —_—

Bless we the Lord.
H
[

ot L

Q

———

Thanks be to God.

G SN

19



Brothers and sisters, bow your hearts.
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HYMN FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION AFTER WORSHIP

Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349
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POSTLUDE

SILENT PRAYER

You may remain in the chapel and pray as long as you desire. You may depart
as soon as you are prepared to do so.
God’s blessings on you until He gathers us again by His Spirit to receive His
divine gifts and praise His holy Name.
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CHRISTIAN QUESTIONS WITH THEIR ANSWERS
FOR PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER

Do you believe that you are a sinner?
Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner.

. How do you know this?
From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept.

. Are you sorry for your sins?
Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God.

. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?
His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal
damnation. See Romans 6:21, 23.

. Do you hope to be saved?
Yes, that is my hope.

. In whom then do you trust?
In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

. How many Gods are there?
Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?
He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross
for the forgiveness of sins.
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10. Did the Father also die for you?
He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy
Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He
died for me and shed His blood for me.

11. How do you know this?
From the Holy Gospel, from the words instituting the
Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a
pledge in the Sacrament.

12. What are the Words of Institution?
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the

cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup

is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are
in the Sacrament?
Yes, I believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?
The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of
it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood,
and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the
23



16.

shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so we may learn to believe that no creature could
make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God
and man, could do that. Second, so we may learn to be
horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very
serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your

18.

19.

sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other
sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians
2; and Ephesians 5.

Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great
love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love
God and my neighbor.

What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the
Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the
Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which
the command, encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and

have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than
this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has
flesh and blood. Then he should believe what the
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Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7.
Second, he should look around to see whether he is still
in the world, and remember that there will be no lack
of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15—-16
and in 1 John 2 and 5. Third, he will certainly have the
devil also around him, who with his lying and
murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in
John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

NOTE
These questions and answers are no child’s play,
but are drawn up with great earnestness of
purpose by the venerable and devout Dr. Luther
for both young and old. Let each one pay
attention and consider it a serious matter; for St.
Paul writes to the Galatians in chapter six: “Do
not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”

Martin Luther. Small Catechism, since 1551. Lutheran Service Book,
pages 329-330
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Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Fri.

THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD

10 AM Chapel Worship
Apartment and Patio Home Residents worship in chapel.
Also broadcast on Channel 64 and Facebook Live.

11 AM Roman Catholic Mass
Channel 59

10 AM Matins (Morning Prayer)
Channel 64

10 AM Midweek Worship

Nursing Home Residents Worship in the Chapel.
Also broadcast on Channel 64.

10 AM Hymn Sing
Channel 64, Facebook Live

1.30 PM Rosary

2 PM Roman Catholic Mass
Chapel.
Hosted by Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church, Sauk Rapids.
10 AM Matins (Morning Prayer)
Channel 64
2 PM Cottages Worship
ALL ARE WELCOME.

Please join us for the Worship Services and other Spiritual Programs.
Attendance at Worship and other events in The Chapel is determined by
Official Government Regulations for Health Care Facilities.

This Schedule is subject (and likely) to change at any time.
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